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WWelcome to our 2nd newsletter of the year for 2024. elcome to our 2nd newsletter of the year for 2024. 
We have had a few functions this year and it was We have had a few functions this year and it was 
great to catch up with our members in a relaxed en-great to catch up with our members in a relaxed en-
vironment.  Please see the articles by our members vironment.  Please see the articles by our members 
that attended. One of our members (Geoff Qualisch-that attended. One of our members (Geoff Qualisch-
efski) suggested that we meet on the southside down efski) suggested that we meet on the southside down 
near Beenleigh. We did this a couple of weeks ago near Beenleigh. We did this a couple of weeks ago 
and plan on holding a similar activity on next year's and plan on holding a similar activity on next year's 
calendar. If you have a suggestion for an activity or calendar. If you have a suggestion for an activity or 
catch up, please let us know.catch up, please let us know.

Please also check out the calendar for changes and Please also check out the calendar for changes and 
additions that may interest you. The calendar can be additions that may interest you. The calendar can be 
accessed from our web page.accessed from our web page.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES:UPCOMING ACTIVITIES:

Committee MeetingsCommittee Meetings – All members are invited to  – All members are invited to 
attend any of our committee meetings to view pro-attend any of our committee meetings to view pro-
ceedings.  Please check the calendar for dates and ceedings.  Please check the calendar for dates and 
location or contact the Secretary at your convenience. location or contact the Secretary at your convenience. 

Regimental Bike Ride 24 Aug 24Regimental Bike Ride 24 Aug 24 - Event: 2/14 LHR  - Event: 2/14 LHR 
Association motorbike ride from 0800hrs Saturday Association motorbike ride from 0800hrs Saturday 
24 Aug 2024, to Approx 1600 Sunday.  Meeting at 24 Aug 2024, to Approx 1600 Sunday.  Meeting at 
Albany Creek McDonalds Shell service station next Albany Creek McDonalds Shell service station next 
door for fuel and tyre checks.  Level - very easy.  This door for fuel and tyre checks.  Level - very easy.  This 
is more about a catch up than the ride. is more about a catch up than the ride. 

Description: Depart Albany Creek McDonald and Description: Depart Albany Creek McDonald and 
follow the map for a gentle ride within the speed limit follow the map for a gentle ride within the speed limit 
ride. No motorbike, no worries.  Bring the car.ride. No motorbike, no worries.  Bring the car.

Unit Family Day Function 13 September 24Unit Family Day Function 13 September 24 Please  Please 
see the separate flyer.  Anyone needing access to see the separate flyer.  Anyone needing access to 
the barracks please touch base with the secretary the barracks please touch base with the secretary 
and we will organise it.  I will be attending so I hope and we will organise it.  I will be attending so I hope 
to see some of you there.  It should be a good day.to see some of you there.  It should be a good day.

United Drum Head Service 2 November 2024United Drum Head Service 2 November 2024 to  to 
add battle honours to the unit guidons. More informa-add battle honours to the unit guidons. More informa-
tion will be forthcoming once the unit releases the fi-tion will be forthcoming once the unit releases the fi-
nal admin instruction. For those that are keen please nal admin instruction. For those that are keen please 
touch base with the secretary so we have a rough touch base with the secretary so we have a rough 
idea of numbers. I will be attending so hoping to see idea of numbers. I will be attending so hoping to see 
a good attendance.a good attendance.

41 Club Black Hat family Reunion Saturday 9 No-41 Club Black Hat family Reunion Saturday 9 No-
vember 2024vember 2024 emails have been sent out for our an- emails have been sent out for our an-
nual reunion to our members and the wider RAAC nual reunion to our members and the wider RAAC 
community. I have received 35 acknowledgements community. I have received 35 acknowledgements 
for attendance and no doubt this will increase as for attendance and no doubt this will increase as 
time goes by. I will send out another couple of re-time goes by. I will send out another couple of re-
minder emails before the event. Hope to see you all minder emails before the event. Hope to see you all 
there and it is a great time to catch up with friends. there and it is a great time to catch up with friends. 
As always, we encourage you to bring a friend that As always, we encourage you to bring a friend that 
may not have attended or may have missed the last may not have attended or may have missed the last 
couple of years.couple of years.

If anyone is experiencing difficulties, please do not If anyone is experiencing difficulties, please do not 
hesitate to reach out.  We, the association, will help hesitate to reach out.  We, the association, will help 
in whatever way we can, even if it is just a chat on the in whatever way we can, even if it is just a chat on the 
phone or a coffee.phone or a coffee.

Please feel free to contact me on any matters that Please feel free to contact me on any matters that 
we may be able to assist you with. we may be able to assist you with. My number is .... My number is .... 
0431 700 696.0431 700 696.

		 		  FORWARDFORWARD

		 		  Shayne BurleyShayne Burley
		  President		  President

www.2-14lhrqmi.asn.au
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REDBACK IFV

CBG Systems will supply SolarSigmaShield 
Mobile Camouflage Systems for the Austra-
lian Army’s Redback infantry fighting vehicles 
under Project LAND 400 Phase 3.

The Tasmanian thermal and acoustic insulation 
and specialist antenna system manufacturer an-
nounced they had signed a contract with Hanwha 
Defence Australia (HDA) for systems, earlier this 
month on 8 July. It’s understood that the SolarSigma 
Shield systems are designed to provide solar heat 
load reduction and multispectral signature man-
agement.

“CBG Systems has signed a contract with 
Hanwha Defence Australia to supply SolarSig-
maShield mobile camouflage system for the Red-
back infantry fighting vehicle – LAND 400 Phase 
3,” the company said in a public statement earlier 
this month.

“CBG Systems is proud to contribute Australian-
manufactured products to what will be a world-
leading capability for the Australian Army.”

Earlier this year in May, CBG Systems announced 
they were also working with Hanwha Defence 
Australia to deliver advance Mobile Camouflage 
System (MCS) SolarSigmaShield for the self-pro-
pelled howitzer project, LAND 8116.
“Our MCS will be customised to fit the AS9 Hunts-
man 155mm SPH and the AS10 armoured am-
munition resupply vehicle (AARV), both of which 
HDA will deliver under phase 1 of the project,” 
the company said. “We are currently contracted 
to deliver MCS on nine AS9 SPHs and five AS10 
AARVs from batch 1 and 2 of LAND 8116 Phase 
1, with manufacture of these units having already 
commenced.”
Source: DEFENCE CONNECT 11 JUL 24 By: Robert Dougherty

A mounted mobile camouflage system. Photo: CBG Systems

www.dva.gov.au/timor-leste25
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A Reminder ………A Reminder ………
41 Club Black Hat Family Reunion 41 Club Black Hat Family Reunion 
The sequence will be as before, and the timings are: The sequence will be as before, and the timings are: 

WhatWhat - 41 Club Black Hat Family Reunion; - 41 Club Black Hat Family Reunion;

DateDate  - Saturday 9 November 2024;  - Saturday 9 November 2024;

WhenWhen – 1300hrs-1800hrs; – 1300hrs-1800hrs;

WhereWhere - 41 Club - RV front gate at between 1230hrs  - 41 Club - RV front gate at between 1230hrs 
and 1300hrs;and 1300hrs;

CostCost - $ - $tbctbc for the meal portion. for the meal portion.

More information will be sent out at a later date onMore information will be sent out at a later date on  
the induction process.the induction process.

As in previous years we will RV at the front gate atAs in previous years we will RV at the front gate at  
1230hrs and travel in convoy up to the 41 Club es-1230hrs and travel in convoy up to the 41 Club es-
corted by the guard.corted by the guard.

As always please stay flexible and please pass this As always please stay flexible and please pass this 
along to any and all Black Hats or members that have along to any and all Black Hats or members that have 
been posted to a Black Hat unit.been posted to a Black Hat unit.

INDUSTRY TESTS REMOTELY INDUSTRY TESTS REMOTELY 
OPERATED M113 APC IN LIVE OPERATED M113 APC IN LIVE 
FIRE EXERCISE FIRE EXERCISE 
The Australian Army and domestic defence in-The Australian Army and domestic defence in-
dustry have tested an armed M113 armoured per-dustry have tested an armed M113 armoured per-
sonnel carrier (APC) during long-range firing tri-sonnel carrier (APC) during long-range firing tri-
als in Victoria.als in Victoria.

The M113 APC was equipped with an R400 remote The M113 APC was equipped with an R400 remote 
weapon system (RWS), manufactured by Canberra-weapon system (RWS), manufactured by Canberra-
based defence company Electro Optic Systems based defence company Electro Optic Systems 
(EOS), for the testing at Puckapunyal Military Area.(EOS), for the testing at Puckapunyal Military Area.
The Army’s Robotic and Autonomous Systems The Army’s Robotic and Autonomous Systems 
Implementation & Coordination Office has previously Implementation & Coordination Office has previously 
converted the APCs into autonomous M113 AS4 converted the APCs into autonomous M113 AS4 
optionally crewed combat vehicles.optionally crewed combat vehicles.

The R400 weapon system is designed to utilise a The R400 weapon system is designed to utilise a 
30mm cannon to engage targets such as small to 30mm cannon to engage targets such as small to 
medium unmanned aerial systems and STANAG medium unmanned aerial systems and STANAG 
Level 3 protected vehicles. It can also reportedly Level 3 protected vehicles. It can also reportedly 
accommodate machine guns, automatic grenade accommodate machine guns, automatic grenade 
launchers, and anti-tank guided missiles.launchers, and anti-tank guided missiles.

During the recent testing, EOS staff located in Can-During the recent testing, EOS staff located in Can-
berra were reportedly able to remotely operate the berra were reportedly able to remotely operate the 
RWS (approximately 550 kilometres away) and RWS (approximately 550 kilometres away) and 
successfully engage targets at 300 and 600 metres.successfully engage targets at 300 and 600 metres.

“The success of this live fire counter-drone exercise “The success of this live fire counter-drone exercise 
at Puckapunyal is a testament to the dedication and at Puckapunyal is a testament to the dedication and 
expertise of ADF and EOS personnel and their com-expertise of ADF and EOS personnel and their com-
mitment to advancing military capabilities,” according mitment to advancing military capabilities,” according 
to Ian Cook, EOS Defence Systems executive VP.to Ian Cook, EOS Defence Systems executive VP.

“It also highlights the importance of continuous inno-“It also highlights the importance of continuous inno-
vation and training in modern warfare.” The achieve-vation and training in modern warfare.” The achieve-
ments of this exercise represent a significant leap ments of this exercise represent a significant leap 
forward in military technology, offering enhanced pre-forward in military technology, offering enhanced pre-
cision, safety, and operational versatility, according cision, safety, and operational versatility, according 
to the company.to the company.

Source: DEFENCE CONNECT, 03 APRIL 2024 Source: DEFENCE CONNECT, 03 APRIL 2024 
By: Robert DoughertyBy: Robert Dougherty

An armed M113 Armoured Personnel Carrier during long-An armed M113 Armoured Personnel Carrier during long-
range firing trials in Victoria. Photo: EOSrange firing trials in Victoria. Photo: EOS
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BEENLEIGH CATCH UP
By Dean Chappel

Black Hat Catch Up
Beenleigh RSL 14 Jul 24

The gathering of the Black Hats on 14 July was held 
at the Beenleigh RSL Golf Club.  This place was 
chosen as one of our elder members Geoff (with 
a silent E) Gaulischefski, who was a member of 
the Unit many years ago, informed us that he was 
unable to attend any functions due to his age and 
declining health.

So for some of us it was another day out but the 
others needed to ensure their passports were up to 
date to head of on the journey south of the Brisbane 
River.  Some 20 odd members and their families 
joined us there for a lovely lunch and chin wag 
amongst ourselves and with Geoff (with a silent E).
It was a lovely day with Geoff enjoying the Com-
radery of being amongst some of the Units younger 
members, where he was able to recall some of 
his past and for us to learn some of our history.  A 
former CO Tom Childs joined us as he knew Geoff 
when he was there.

A successful day that has the Committee inclined 
to hold one out there every year, which allows us to 
hold one North and south of the great divide.
The photos include the members and families at 
lunch and in front of my Tank which I brought along 
for the day.

Dean Chappel

"I had a great time at our event’s day at Beenleigh 
RSL at Mount Warren, with the Leopard tank 1 
guarding the entrance to the clubhouse.

I am sure we all enjoyed ourselves and are look-
ing forward to the next event."

Yours in Armour,
Geoff Qualischefski



Page 5

CO'S UPDATE ~ By LTCOL Tim Hurley

First, I would like to thank the members of the 
Association for their continued interest in the 
Regiment and for continuing to support both the 
current serving and ex-serving members of the finest 
unit in the nation. I trust you have all had a fulfilling 
2024 and I look forward to catching up at the 41 
Club reunion on 9 November.

The Regiment has had a reasonably busy year as 
we went about preparing our squadrons for our 
primary function: warfighting. Our primary exercise 
period commenced immediately following ANZAC 
Day, and saw the Regiment in Shoalwater Bay for 
exercises Koster River and Diamond Dagger re-
spectively. During the exercises, we conducted troop 
and squadron level live fire manoeuvre, followed by 
a week-long battlegroup level dry training activity. I 
was very satisfied with the performance of our sol-
diers over a testing five-week period. The final live 
fire activity marked the last 120mm rounds fired by 
main battle tanks at 2/14 LHR, which was a bitter-
sweet moment and one I won’t readily forget.

2024 can be chalked up as a year of considerable 
transition. Following our return from Shoalwater 
in early June, our support staff and tank crewmen 
worked busily to divest the M1A1 Abrams tanks 
and M88A2 HERCULES recovery vehicles from the 
Regiment as part of Army’s reorganisation following 
the Defence Strategic Review. In addition, we 
continue to sustain the Boxer Block I and ASLAV 
fleets and are preparing for the introduction of the 
Boxer Block II fleet. The concurrent introduction of 
new platforms, divestment of heavy armour and 
preparation for the transition of a sub-unit in 2025 
has kept us busy. August sees us preparing and 
deploying a Platoon (+) of our troopers, NCOs and 
officers to Rifle Company Butterworth, as well as a 
more limited commitment to the Brigade Warfighter 
Exercise – Exercise Diamond Run. We will continue 
to run conversion courses on the Boxer Block I 
platform in order to future-proof our workforce, and 
are commencing limited train-the-trainer courses on 
the Boxer Block II in preparation for the wholesale 
conversion of the rest of the Regiment – including 
the re-raised C Sqn (CRV) – in 2025.

We have a number of people currently deployed 
on operations, with others to follow. At the moment 
have folk as far afield as Japan and the UAE and 
are soon to have others in Malaysia, the United 
Kingdom and Tonga. We continue to revel in the 
unique culture within the Light Horse Regiment, 
with the 41 Club at its core. We managed to call in 
a few favours from the 6th Engineer Support Regi-
ment who have done a remarkable job at improving 
the facility to include new lighting, fans, wiring and 
concreting. They have improved the drainage and 

built a culvert strong enough to hold the weight of 
a Boxer to replace the existing wooden footbridge. 
They will continue to work on the area surrounding the 
volleyball court over the coming months to continue 
to improve the facilities for the use of our members 
and the Regimental family.

I look forward to catching up with you all at the 
reunion later in the year. This year I have petitioned 
our soldiers to deepen their connection with the 
wider Regimental community and would love to see 
our recently transitioned members feel welcome to 
come back to the 41 Club whenever they so desire. 
A thriving Association is the sign of a healthy unit, 
so I implore you to reach out to both current serving 
and recently transitioned members to remain con-
nected with the Regiment. It does wonders for self-
esteem and identity. Whatever I can do to inculcate 
sense of belonging that from my end, I will do. I ask 
you help me in that endeavour.

All the best and I look forward to sharing a beer or 
two when we next catch up.

Regards,

Tim Hurley
Commanding Officer
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AGM REPORT ~ By Craig Whiteman

The AGM was held on Friday 24 MAY 2024 as 
advertised.  This year’s venue was the library at 
the Kedron Wavell Services Club (KWSC).  
A big thanks to KWSC for supporting the AGM 
and waiving all venue fees.

The President’s Report

The President, Shayne Burley gave a report on the 
2023-24 year to date.   Some key points are as 
follows:

• The Association is now 11 years old and that we 
are financially secure.
• He introduced the Regiment’s new leadership 
team: CO, LTCOL Timothy Hurley and RSM, 
WO1 Bill Doodie.  
• The President advised that that this year’s Black 
Hat Union at the 41 Club on 9 November will be at-
tended by former CO and now COMD 1 Div, MAJ-
GEN Collingburn.
• That the EOY Drinks planned for 5 December 
would be held at the 41 Club as opposed to South 
Brisbane. Families are welcome. 
• Bill Cross and Graeme Brown were acknowledged 
for their efforts publishing the quarterly Newsletter.  
The Web and Facebook pages are very professional 
sites that also contain notices on upcoming events 
and breaking news.
• The President thanked the members of the Asso-
ciation and Committee for their ongoing support.

Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer, Dean Chappel presented the Trea-
surer’s Report including the audited Financial State-
ment for the year ending 31 December 2023.  A 
copy of the audit report shows an operating deficit of 
$2,020 and a balance of $19,974.

The operating deficit was due to the Associations 
2023 financial commitment to the memorial for the 

Regiment’s two deceased Soldiers who died in FNQ 
in 2022.  The commemorative service in August 
2023 was attended by the HONCOL, Steve Salmon 
and the Secretary, Craig Whiteman.  

RWM Chartered Accountants were reappointed as 
the Association’s auditor for 2024. 

The Committee

The Committee was reelected.  Unfortunately, there 
were no additional nominees and the position of 
Assistance Treasurer remains vacant.  The mem-
bers of the 2024-2025 Committee are as follows:

President		  Shayne Burley
Vice President	 Shane Lucas
Treasurer		  Dean Chappel
Assistant Treasurer	 Vacant
Secretary		  Craig Whiteman
Assistant Secretary	 Cory Holland
Membership & 
Media Member	 Graeme Brown

All members are encouraged to consider nominating 
for the Committee.  Holding a key appointment is 
not a requirement.

Unit report

As the Regiment was deployed to SWBTA a unit 
representative was not available for the AGM.  The 
President gave an overview of recent developments 
in the Corps.  Some key points are as follows:

• The new generation Abrams Tank will be con-
centrated in Townsville with 2 Cav Regt. 3 Bde will 
transition to a heavy brigade.
• Our Regiment will continue its transition to the 
Boxer reconnaissance vehicle.  7 Bde will revert to a 
wheeled brigade.
• 1 Armd Regt will remain in Adelaide as a trials regi-
ment.  1 Bde will transition to a light brigade.

GOOD READS!GOOD READS!
Ironsides MagazineIronsides Magazine: : 
https://ironside.partica.online/https://ironside.partica.online/

2/14 LHR (QMI) Facebook page: 2/14 LHR (QMI) Facebook page: 
2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment (QMI) | Facebook 2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment (QMI) | Facebook 

2/14 LHR (QMI) Association Facebook page: 2/14 LHR (QMI) Association Facebook page: 
2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment (QMI) Association 2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment (QMI) Association 
Inc - Facebook Group | FacebookInc - Facebook Group | Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/groups/523101341118957
https://ironside.partica.online/ironsides/2022-edition/responsive
https://www.facebook.com/groups/214LHRQMIAssn
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TALL TALES CAMP  ~  By Shane Lucas

The Tall Tales Camp was delayed this year. Original-
ly set down for mid-June, unfortunately the school 
holidays got in the way and our usual accommodation 
was not available. 

Anyway, fast forward a month and we eventually 
managed to get into Baden Powell Park on Satur-
day the 20th of July. The week leading up to it aver-
aged overnight temperatures of 5 degrees, so it was 
always going to be a challenge for our aging bones. 
Craig was clearly keen, arriving just after 1400h to 
get the Lodge opened and ready for the evening, 
someone forgot to tell the caretaker though. 

Once Danny arrived with the firewood, the pit was 
prepared, and the night kicked off in earnest.  But 
not only did he bring the usual tray of hard wood, 
but he also bought some old furniture to burn – I 
must admit, there was an early suspicion that the 
disposal of evidence from his days in the coppers 
may have been occurring! Shayne was in his ele-
ment though, eagerly throwing on one piece after 
another and appearing truly enthralled by the fire’s 
effect; it’s called pyromania just in case you’re won-
dering. 

Brett was approached early to see if he was up 
for the all-night fire picquet this year but politely 
declined, at least I think that’s what he meant when 
he said, “Fuck off mate, not this year!” Griffo and 
Sunshine Jordan made an appearance and looking 
more and more like Statler & Waldorf every year! 

Browny assumed his usual role as official photog-
rapher and grabbed some good, early and much 
less incriminating shots this time around.  Thankfully 
Dean left the Stones Green Ginger Wine at home, 
mate its only good if you’ve run out of hand sanitizer 
or you’re on Pucka Range in the middle of a blizzard 
…… and in that event only if you’ve run out of hand 
sanitizer! Anyway, after a few contentious issues 
with the DJ/musical arrangement, we retired for a 
few hours sleep waking to the classic bacon and 
egg burgers and coffee. 

All round, it was another good year and if you’ve 
never been, then there is always next year.

Author: Shane Lucas
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OWL DRONE

Army to introduce Owl loitering munition

An unspecified Special Operations Unit of the Aus-
tralian Army will put the Australian Defence Force’s 
(ADF) first loitering munition - the Innovaero Owl - 
into service later this year.

ADM understands that this is the munition referred 
to by the Assistant Minister for Defence, Matt 
Thistlethwaite, at the 2024 ADM Congress in 
February this year. The Owl has been in develop-
ment since 2022 for the Army, and is designed to 
integrate with other uncrewed aerial systems (UAS) 
being acquired by the ADF.

Innovaero, which has been partially owned by BAE 
Systems Australia since October 2023, is based in 
Kardinya, Western Australia. 

Austender records show that Innovaero has been 
awarded more than $5.3 million in Defence con-
tracts since May 2022 to design, develop, build and 
test the aircraft. During the 2023 Avalon Airshow 
in March last year, company representatives told 
ADM Senior Correspondent Julian Kerr that a pre-
production prototype would be displayed to Defence 
before the end of 2023, with a procurement decision 
to follow.

ADM understands that this demonstration was suc-
cessful, paving the way for the Owl to enter service 
this calendar year.

The new system is expected to help the Army both 
mature its understanding of loitering munitions 
ahead of them being fielded more broadly across 
the force and provide a genuine loitering munitions 

capability to Special Operations Command (SO-
COMD).

Throughout the development process Innovaero 
has collaborated closely with Insitu Pacific, a Boeing 
subsidiary which is delivering the RQ-21 Integrator 
UAS to the Army, to maximise commonality between 
the two systems.

Initially this focused on integrating the Owl with 
the same pneumatic launcher used by the RQ-21, 
however, in October 2023 the companies agreed to 
develop an integrated long-range strike capability 
using both types of UAS.

As part of this collaboration, they announced their 
intent to integrate the Owl with Insitu Pacific’s com-
mon ground control system and INEXA command 
and control software.

Neither Defence or Innovaero responded to ques-
tions from ADM prior to publication.

Source:
ADM Ben Felton - Canberra - 3 June 2024

Innovaero’s OWL-B is launched from Insitu Pacific’s 
Mark 4 Launcher

mailto:editor-forward@2-14lhrqmi.asn.au?subject=Newsletter Article
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CORPS DINNER - SCHOOL OF ARMOUR PUCKAPUNYAL VIC
20 APRIL 2024  ~  By Steve Salmon

Over the period 17-20 April I attended the Corps 
Conference along with the Commanding Officer of the 
Regiment, LTCOL Tim Hurley. I always look forward to 
going back to Pucka where I spent seven years of my 
life serving at the School and Directorate of Armour. 
Of course, the place continues to change and there 
has been a new hospital and gym opened in the last 
few years. But those who spent time there many years 
ago will still recognise the place: the married quarters 
remain, even those that should have been torn down 
many years ago; the old golf course still meanders 
through the centre although it is years since anyone 
played golf; the Rugby, Australian Rules and Cricket 
ovals still all look in good condition; and the Pucka 
shops look the same as they have for the last 20 years.
 
The first day of the Conference was aimed at providing 
everyone with an understanding of the current status of 
the AFV fleet and what the basis of provisioning for each 
unit will be going forward. This included the Infantry 
Fighting Vehicles (IFV) and the Combat Engineering 
Vehicles (CEV). MAJ Kate Clarkson, OC A Sqn, gave 
a very good presentation on the lessons learned 
from the introduction into service of the first phase of 
Boxers including the tactical adaptations required of 
utilising a new and highly technical capability. I couldn’t 
help thinking that nearly the same presentation, with 
the same themes, could have been given after the 
introduction into service of the ASLAV Ph1 vehicles 
and both the Leopard and M1 tanks, many years ago. 
That evening the Hon COLs and COs had a dinner 
which gave us old fellas the opportunity to tell ‘tall 
tales’ and tell each other ‘how good it once was’.  
 
Friday was a serious day for the Conference where 
there were some long discussions surrounding the 
movement of all the tanks to Townsville, under 2 Cav 
Regt, and the re-roling of 1 Armd Regt. There is clearly 
a lot of emotion surrounding the topic and I can assure 
everyone reading this that it is not the preferred solution 
of the Corps. Nonetheless, with the decision having 
been made it behoves each of us to continue refer-
ring to the Corps as still having three FT Regiments (1 
Armd, 2 Cav and 2/14 LHR). 1 Armd Regt’s role may 
have changed but it is important that the Regimental 
framework of the HQs and support elements endure 
so that at some time in the future it remains a viable 
option to, once again, brigade all the tanks back under 
1 Armd Regt’s control. It is my personal view that 
although Defence is acquiring significant new capability 
and Army is acquiring long range strike capabilities, SP 
artillery and a littoral manoeuvre capability our ability 
to engage in, and win the close fight is becoming tenu-
ous. The role and effectiveness of 2/14 LHR as an 
ACR remains strong and the Regt will be a key capa-
bility for Army, and the Govt, for years to come.

The conference also took a break to observe WO2 
Danny Rigoni’s funeral service. A large number of us 
went to the Puckapunyal chapel where the service 
was streamed live. While I wasn’t able to attend, it was 
good to see the Association strongly represented. Also 
that day we had the opportunity to view one of the serials 
in the Coral/Balmoral Cup where, I believe for the first 
time, a team from the USMC participated.
 
Friday evening at the Corps Conference is the gather-
ing in the SGT’s mess for the Corps Happy Hour which 
nearly always transpires into a long night of drinking 
and reminiscing. I’m pleased to say this year was no 
different and I found myself having beers with Andy 
Stocks, Tim Finn and Phil Prosser into the early hours 
of Saturday morning. The following day is recovery 
time for most while a few of us attend the Corps 
Council. The Corps dinner was held that evening in 
the Peter Branigan hangar and once again the place 
looked fantastic. The tables are all set in the middle 
of the hangar and are surrounded by the plethora of 
armoured vehicles that we have all seen and worked 
with throughout the years: Centurions, Leopards, M1s, 
LAVs, Scorpion FSV, Saladin, M113 to name but a few. 
During the dinner a number of Corps members are 
farewelled and I truly believe it is a fitting way to fare-
well those who have served 20 years or more in the 
Corps. The teams from the Coral/Balmoral Cup were 
also in attendance and as many of you would know 
the 2/14 LHR (QMI) crew won the trophy for the best 
tank crew in the Corps. The CO later brought the crew 
into the Officers Mess for a drink and it was wonderful 
to see the crew having a good chat with the current 
Divisional Commander and old CO of the Regiment: 
MAJGEN Ash Collingburn AM, DSM.
 
The Corps Conference is a great way of getting the 
current members of the Corps attuned and aligned 
to a single policy enabling everyone to speak with a 
single voice but the camaraderie at the social events 
is always the highlight. There seems to be a view that 
only a select few can attend the Corps Happy Hour 
and Dinner but that is not the case and I would encour-
age everyone to attend at least once and catch up with 
old friends. I look forward to seeing some of you there 
next year.
 
COL (Retd) Steve Salmon, Patron



Page 10

 

RHEINMETALL UGV'S
Rheinmetall paves the way for autonomous 
Unmanned Ground Vehicles (UGVs) in Japan 
after being awarded a multi million-dollar contract 
on behalf of the Japanese Ministry of Defense.

The Rheinmetall Mission Master SP UGVs are 
expected to be delivered early next year for 
testing. These compact, low-signature electric 
UGVs will each be equipped with different pay-
load modules, including cargo, surveillance and a 
remote controlled weapon station. The contract 
also includes a long-term support and training 
program, as well as spare parts.

Rheinmetall will deliver the UGVs in collaboration 
with the prime contractor Marubeni Aerospace, a 
major Japanese business conglomerate that will 
be trained by Rheinmetall to offer local support to 
the Japan Ground Self-Defense Force.

The Rheinmetall Mission Master SP is a fully 
electric, compact UGV that is designed to autono-
mously carry out missions such as forward and 
last mile resupply missions, silent watch opera-
tions, and carriages of light payloads, including 

section sensors and weapon systems. The vehicle 
can be towed or deployed by parachute to carry 
out missions in hard-to-reach terrain, and fitted 
with tracks to enhance mobility in deep snow and 
mud—an ideal feature for countries with extreme 
climates like Japan.

The Mission Master SP was the first UGV to be 
developed by Rheinmetall Canada in 2017 and 
has since been deployed during multiple live 
military exercises by land forces, including the 
German, USA, Royal Dutch, and Polish armies. 
Various NATO partners, such as the UK and the 
USA have also acquired this UGV.

Like other platforms in the Rheinmetall Mission 
Master family, the SP vehicle is driven by Rhein-
metall PATH: an AI-powered navigation system 
that can be installed on any vehicle. This agnostic 
suite of advanced sensors and perception 
algorithms enables the Mission Master vehicles 
to navigate autonomously through challenging 
environments.

“As international tensions continue to rise, more 
and more countries are seeking autonomous so-
lutions to maintain a competitive advantage and 
prepare for the modern battlefield. Our Mission 
Master vehicles equipped with our PATH A-kit 
have performed well in numerous international 
trials in recent years. These experiences have 
allowed us to refine our technology and become 
an internationally renowned centre of excellence 
for UGVs,” commented Pietro Mazzei, President 
and CEO at Rheinmetall Canada

Source: ADM 08 April 2024
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2024 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Date/Time		  Event				    Location		            Organised By / Remarks

22 Aug 1500hrs (Thu) 	 Management Committee Mtg 	 Legacy House			   President/ Secretary

24 Aug 0800hrs (Sat)	 Regimental Bike Ride		  Meet Albany Creek Maccas	 President
ends 1600hrs (Sun)

13 Sep (Fri)		  Unit Family Day Function 	 Gallipoli Barracks			   President

10 Oct 1500 (Thu) 	 Management Committee Mtg 	 Legacy House			   President/ Secretary

31 Oct (Thu)		  Beersheba Day Celebration	 TBC				    Committee

02 Nov (Sat)		  Unit Drum Head Service		  Galipoli Barracks			   Unit / SB

09 Nov (Sat)		  Black Hat BBQ & Drinks		  				    Committee

05 Dec 1400 (Thu) 	 Management Committee Mtg	 			   President/ Secretary
			   and Xmas Drinks		

12 Dec (TBC)		  Regt end of year Parade		  TBC				    Unit / SB
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